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Across the Network, Landcare groups usually manage a range 
of activities. These activities may involve workshops, information 
sessions, displays, field days and working bees. These activities 
demonstrate the diversity of our Landcare community within its 
diverse landscape. These actions reflect the true meaning of the 
Landcare logo, ‘Caring for our Country’. 

We cannot always do it on our own without collaborating with 
organisations such as the PPWCMA, Melbourne Water, Cardinia 
Shire, and many others.

WPCLN projects for the last year have included Smart Farm 
Small Grants, Volunteer Grants, Environmental Grants, and a 
Community Sustainability Action Grant. We thank the Federal 
and State Governments as well as the Cardinia Shire for funding 
these projects. 

I would like to thank my fellow board members Phil Darton (Vice 
President), Geoff Hudson (Treasurer) and members Jim Armstrong, 
Gerry Cunningham, David Young, Chris Jordan and Sandra 
McCormick for their support. It is a role that requires a diligent 
approach at all times. It is with sadness that we will be saying 
goodbye to Geoff and Chris at this year’s AGM. I thank them for 
their contribution – particularly Geoff, who has at different times, 
held the positions of both Treasurer and Secretary. His support has 
been wise and well thought through. Best wishes to them both on 
their continued journey in retirement. 

I am very proud to be part of the Landcare movement and I pay 
tribute to my colleagues and the staff who support the Landcare 
groups. Again, I would like to thank all of you for your support 
throughout my presidency and I look forward to continuing as an 
active member and supporter of Landcare.

Marijke de Bever-Price
President
Western Port Catchment Landcare Network 

MARIJKE DE BEVER-PRICE -
PRESIDENT 

2019 ended and 2020 began with the worst bushfires in 
Australian history. All sorts of wildlife succumbed and while all 
Landcarers worked toward addressing the looming extinction 
crisis, the toll from the fires was difficult to comprehend. So many 
rolled up their sleeves in support of those who suffered great 
losses and the work continues. 

Yet another threat loomed, and most Victorians have been 
dramatically impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The result is 
that not a great deal of Landcare-related on-ground work could 
be accomplished.

There are still some positives to report, one being that in 2020 
the Western Port Catchment Landcare Network has maintained 
its sustainable financial position with a variety of grant successes 
through applications by Peter Ronalds, Geoff Lockwood and 
Natalie Mikecz as well as the continuation of the Facilitators 
Program position held by Nicole Walsh, and ongoing work with 
Melbourne Water by Bridgette Sullivan. We are also grateful to 
have our office administrator Carol Hoskins manage the Network 
finances with diligence and care.

Nature has always been part of my childhood memories as well as 
part of my professional career, so it is a privilege to serve as President 
of this Network for the past 5 years. I am proud of Landcare’s history 
of achievements in Victoria and more widely, Australia.

As an organisation, WPCLN is constantly growing and adapting 
to our rapidly evolving world by coming up with innovative ways 
to promote Landcare within the Network through its Landcare 
groups supported by our facilitator Nicole. 

In the months prior to our AGM we tried a different approach 
to attract new talent and skills to our Network by advertising for 
new committee members. This was very successful and attracted 
several quality applicants making it extremely difficult to decide 
who would be invited to join us. In the end we selected five 
applicants to stand as candidates. These applicants will either 
join existing Landcare groups so they can be nominated for a 
committee position or be directly appointed. 

Our staff members apply a consultative process in order to support 
environmental change and renewal, however, we would always like 
greater participation of young people. To that end, many Victorian 
Intrepid teams have been meeting to plan activities and endeavour 
to access young people who are passionate about the environment 
and would like to become members of Landcare and join in with 
the wonderful work already achieved. 

To continuously address threats, protect habitats and help nature to 
recover, we thank the many members who give generously of their 
time to support Landcare through the wonderful conservation work 
being completed. Many do not understand the dedication and 
commitment that Landcarers show each and every day so I would 
like to acknowledge their unconditional and dedicated approach. 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 2020
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STAFF REPORTS 2020

PETER RONALDS –  
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE 
MANAGER 

It has been a privilege to deliver Landcare projects and work with 
so many wonderful farmers and community members over the 
past 14 years. 

The main project that I am currently delivering is called ‘Smart 
Farming for Western Port’. It is a 5-year regional project running 
to June 2023 which aims to increase the understanding and 
uptake of innovative farming practices to improve farmers’ 
profitability and our natural resources. Farmer discussion 
groups, field days and farm planning programs are the main 
activities used to support farmers through the provision of sound 
knowledge and peer to peer learnings and application. A number 
of farm consultants and scientists are also utilised to assist with 
specialised technical and scientific support. The project partners 
are; Western Port Catchment Landcare Network, Bass Coast 
Landcare Network, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, South 
Gippsland Landcare Network, AGVIC, and Melbourne Water. 

Some of our discussion group participants had their farms 
impacted by the Bunyip bushfire. Prior to COVID restrictions, 
two of the local discussion groups supported their fellow group 
members through rolling up burnt fences, cleaning up trees that 
had fallen across fences and assisted with rebuilding fences.

2020 brought many challenges to the project due to COVID-19. 
A lot of our work is based around farmer engagement which 
traditionally involved meeting together in groups on farms.  
Due to restrictions, we adapted our methods of engagement 
so we could continue to meet together regularly. This we did 
by using a videographer to film ‘virtual’ farm walks for the eight 
different farmer discussion groups and this worked really well and 
was greatly appreciated by the farmers. The videos were released 
on YouTube or Vimeo and then the farmers caught up on Zoom 
to share what has been happening on their farms and to share a 
Q&A session with the host farmer. We have had good numbers of 
farmers Zoom in!

Over the past couple of years, the interest in regenerative 
farming practices has increased significantly. To help farmers 
understand the key principles of regenerative agriculture we 
released a series of eight videos hosted by Declan McDonald 
(certified professional soil scientist). These videos investigate the 
key principles of regenerative agriculture and were filmed on 
farms in Gippsland and the Mornington Peninsula.  

“Even with COVID restrictions we still 
had 2841 people participate in 128 
project events in 2019-20!” 

The video series has proved to be extremely popular with over 
7000 views so far. 

To further increase knowledge and understanding of the principles 
and application of regenerative agriculture, we developed a 
7-week training program which was rolled out during October and 
November 2020. The program was strongly oversubscribed with 
over 50 farmers applying for the 25 positions available.

Even with COVID restrictions we still had 2841 people participate 
in 128 project events in 2019-20!

A special thanks to the hundreds of farmers I work with! Your 
friendship and generosity in opening up your farms for field days, 
discussion groups and open days is appreciated. Thanks to my 
family, project partners, WPCLN staff and committee for your 
support over the past year.

Peter Ronalds 
Sustainable Agriculture Manager  
Western Port Catchment Landcare Network
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NICOLE WALSH –  
LANDCARE GROUP FACILITATOR

The role of Facilitator has been a challenging one during 2020 
with the advent of COVID-19 and the restrictions this has placed 
on group gatherings and the running of events. Our Network was 
effectively subdivided, being partly located within the Melbourne 
metro area, and the remainder in regional Victoria, each with a 
different level of restriction.

One of the highlights from the early part of 2020 was when two 
of our Landcare group members were nominated for the 2020 
Australia Day Awards. John Anderson from Bunyip Landcare was 
nominated for Citizen Of The Year for his work with BlazeAid, and 
Pam Cunningham with the Cannibal Creek Landcare Group was 
nominated for Senior Citizen Of The Year for her community, fire 
recovery and Landcare work. One of our community projects (for 
a fire recovery project at Garfield North) was also nominated for 
Community Event Of The Year. The nominees were announced 
and given a certificate at a VIP function and attended the 
Australia Day Award Ceremony at the Cardinia Cultural Centre.

Prior to lockdown, in late March, ten Landcare group members 
attended a half-day training course on Governing a Community 
Organisation at the Deep Creek Centre in Pakenham. The three-
hour session was delivered by Justice Connect - Not for Profit 
Law and was funded through a Wellbeing Support Grant from 
Cardinia Council. 

One of the last group meetings I managed to attend in person 
was with the Bessie Creek/Ararat Creek Group in mid-March. 
Since then Landcare groups have decided to suspend meetings 
and get-togethers until restrictions have been lifted. Some groups 
have managed to embrace video conferencing as a means of 
maintaining contact with their members. 

More broadly, the Network has endeavoured to keep our 
Landcare groups informed and engaged by providing 
opportunities for them to participate in online presentations or 
training. These events have been promoted through the monthly 
e-NEWS and WPCLN Facebook page. 

I continued to represent the Network on the Cannibal Creek 
Catchment Biodiversity Project Group, and the Natural 
Environment Subcommittee Group in response to the Bunyip 
bushfire in March 2019.  

One of the actions from the subcommittee was to establish 
a working group to oversee the development of shelterbelt 
design guidelines for climate change 2020. The aim of these 
guidelines will be to assist landholders to better plan the 
location, orientation and species composition of shelterbelts on 
their property in view of the increased risk of bushfires to farm 
infrastructure and other assets. This research project is expected 
to be finalised by the end of 2020.

I have remained involved in the Drouin Rabbit Control and 
Landcare Group. However, not being able to meet on a regular 
basis or engage in any rabbit control activities has had an 
impact on the group. The lack of members willing to take on key 
committee roles has made the continuation of the group into the 
future very unlikely. 

REVIEW OF THE VICTORIAN LANDCARE  
FACILITATOR PROGRAM

In June 2019, the Department of Land, Water, Planning and 
Environment (DELWP) initiated a review of the four year Victorian 
Landcare Facilitator Program (VLFP) to evaluate the program’s 
effectiveness, impact, roles, accountability and alternative 
delivery models. 

This review provided an important opportunity to hear from 
community members with the input of 145 participants from 10 
regional workshops and 592 respondents completing an online 
survey. The findings of the review were presented in a report in 
December 2019. 

Feedback from the review highlighted that Landcare facilitators play 
an important role in the community by supporting the following:

• increasing community capacity

• building and maintaining partnerships

• securing grants for on-ground projects

• supporting project planning and development

• improving community engagement, awareness,  
knowledge and skills

• building and supporting local Landcare and other 
environmental volunteer groups/networks

STAFF REPORTS 2020
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Key challenges for the facilitator program relate to monitoring, 
evaluation and reporting of the program along with overall 
program design and governance. There were a number of 
recommendations made to address these challenges to improve 
the delivery of the program into the future. A full version of 
this report can be viewed on the DELWP website https://www.
environment.vic.gov.au/landcare/VLFP.

CONNECTING POCKETS OF HABITAT AND IMPROVING 
BIODIVERSITY FOR NECTAR FEEDERS IN THE WESTERN PORT 
CATCHMENT PROJECT

This three-year project has entered its final year and it is hoped 
that all on-ground activities will be completed by the end of 
November 2020. Like many of the Network’s projects, it has been 
impacted by the COVID-19 restrictions making it difficult for grant 
recipients to get help with their plantings. Some of these projects 
may be able to access works crews employed through the Port 
Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority.

In the last financial year (2019/2020) fourteen landholders or 
community groups received a grant to establish nectar and 
pollen-producing plants to assist local populations of native bees 
and other beneficial insects, birds, butterflies, and bats. At the 
end of the third year of the project, landholders have put in 6,900 
plants to benefit our local biodiversity. Funding was also made 
available to several fire-affected properties in the Bunyip bushfire 
area to replant areas that were lost in the fire. In addition, some 
600 plants were funded through the project to four local primary 
schools in Casey and Cardinia Shires as part of a Ripe for Change 
project (refer to Natalie Mikecz’s report for more detail).

Due to COVID-19, we were unable to run our final community 
engagement event in early 2020. Instead, it will be incorporated 
into a Wild Pollinators and Beneficial Insects online event in mid-
November on a series of topics.

“One of the highlights from the early part of 2020 
was when two of our Landcare group members were 
nominated for the 2020 Australia Day Awards.“

I would like to thank the Network’s volunteer committee, especially 
our President Marijke de Bever-Price, for their leadership of the 
Network during what has been a difficult time. I appreciate the 
support and assistance from my fellow staff members: Peter 
Ronalds, Bridgette Sullivan, Natalie Mikecz, Geoff Lockwood and 
Carol Hopkins over the last year. 

And finally, I’d like to acknowledge the resilience of our wonderful 
Landcare groups in keeping their groups going during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. I look forward to attending future group 
events once restrictions have eased and helping groups to 
achieve their Landcare goals in 2021. 

Nicole Walsh 
Landcare Group Facilitator 
Western Port Catchment Landcare Network
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BRIDGETTE SULLIVAN –  
RIVER HEALTH ASSESSOR

Wow! What an interesting and challenging year 2020 delivered. 

The year started well with many new Melbourne Water Stream 
Frontage Projects (SFMP) coming to me for assessment. 
Melbourne Water implemented a change in how some of these 
assessments were conducted and projects written up. Due to 
budget constraints, Melbourne Water had to revise the eligibility 
requirements for private landholders to receive funding for SFMP. 
This meant that any frontage measuring less than 50m would not 
automatically fall into the “Eligible” category. To combat this, 
neighbours were encouraged to undertake projects together. 
This allowed for the 50m of frontage to be achieved and better 
outcomes for Melbourne Water in achieving their Strategic Plan 
targets. These “multi-landholder” projects mainly occurred in the 
Monbulk Creek, Ferny Creek and Dobsons Creek Catchments. In 
one instance there were 12 properties wanting to work together 
to improve the waterway – a great achievement.

In July, the Network moved into the third and final year of the 
current tender conditions with Melbourne Water. There will be 
another opportunity for the Network to tender to provide services 
for assessing Stream Frontage Management Projects and other 
projects as directed by Melbourne Water. This process will likely 
start over the coming months, with final tenders being submitted 
in early 2021. 

With COVID-19 restrictions in place, the way in which 
assessments were conducted did change somewhat. Staff and 
contractors were encouraged to undertake assessments without 
the landholder present if possible and if this wasn’t possible then 
social distancing and face masks were required. This seemed 
quite strange at first, however it soon became the norm. I 
was grateful to still be visiting with landholders. This however 
changed in August when Stage 4 restrictions came into force 
and property visits could no longer be conducted. I was able 
to complete some outstanding audits on properties that I knew 
well by conducting virtual assessments, which meant having 
an in-depth conversation with the landholder via phone. The 
landholder then sent through receipts, invoices and photos of 
the site treated. This worked well for sites I was familiar with; 
however, this approach was not possible for new project sites.

I really enjoy being able to continue to develop relationships with 
landholders and look at the project sites each year, there have 
been some incredible transformations and waterway restorations, 
it is so encouraging. 

This year the Network welcomed another new staff member – 
Geoff Lockwood. I first worked with Geoff about 10 years ago 
when he was employed by the Cardinia Environment Coalition 
(CEC) to co-ordinate a number of projects. Geoff has a broad 
range of experience and knowledge and will be an asset for the 
Network. Although we haven’t worked together too much due 

“I really enjoy being able to continue to 
develop relationships with landholders and 
look at the project sites each year.“

to COVID-19, I look forward to working with Geoff next year. 
Welcome, Geoff. 

In August I was lucky enough to undertake training through 
the Alliance for Water Stewardship. It was an intensive but 
very interesting 9-day on-line course funded by Western Port 
Biosphere. The qualification I received at the end is recognised 
worldwide, which is exciting. 

I have been extremely fortunate to meet and work with 
amazing people – so thank you to everyone that I’ve had the 
pleasure of meeting. 

If you own land that fronts onto a river or creek, you may be 
eligible for funding to help you manage the land. Melbourne 
Water’s Stream Frontage Management Program supports work 
that protects or enhances riverbanks, such as weed control, 
fencing and planting native vegetation.

If you are interested in knowing more about the Stream Frontage 
Management program please contact Bridgette on 0407 205 749 
or visit: https://www.melbournewater.com.au/community-and-
education/apply-funding/stream-frontage-management-program

Thanks to Peter, Nicole, Natalie, Carol, Geoff and WPCLN 
Committee and landholders for another wonderful year!

Bridgette Sullivan 
Melbourne Water Stream Frontage Assessor  
Project Manager 
Western Port Catchment Landcare Network

STAFF REPORTS 2020
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NATALIE MIKECZ –  
LANDCARE PROJECTS FACILITATOR

Wow, what a year it has been! Despite tough times for 
many people and with some projects delayed by COVID-19 
restrictions, many projects have continued to progress 
throughout the year. In my second year with the Network, I 
have had the privilege of working on three inspiring projects 
across the region.

CARDINIA SHIRE BIODIVERSITY

With welcome assistance from the Cardinia Shire for 
another year, our Network has been able to fund another 
six biodiversity projects throughout the Shire. With so many 
fire-affected properties after the 2019 Bunyip Complex 
fires, landholders have replaced burnt out fences around 
remnant vegetation, fenced areas in preparation for creating 
shelterbelts, undertaken revegetation works and continued to 
manage weed infestations. Undertaking these works reduces 
the negative impacts of stock and certain wildlife on remnant 
vegetation whilst also promoting the increase and protection of 
existing habitat available for native wildlife.

LINKING NATIVE POLLINATORS AND SUSTAINABLE  
FOOD SYSTEMS

Our Network is grateful to Ripe for Change, a philanthropic 
source of funding administered by the not-for-profit 
organisation, Sustainable Table, for funding our project aimed 
at ‘Linking Native Pollinators and Sustainable Food Systems’. In 
February, I was fortunate to host an interactive workshop at the 
Cardinia Farm and Food Festival, hosted by the Cardinia Food 
Movement. With assistance from incredible volunteers from 
the Cardinia Men’s Shed at Pakenham, workshop attendees 
constructed an amazing 25 insect hotels. It was wonderful to 
see children and adults alike getting involved and all learning 
something new about the importance of native pollinators and 
sustainable food systems.

Additionally, through the Network’s Nectar Feeders project 
funded by DELWP, I provided indigenous nectar-producing 
plants at the workshop, which together with the insect hotels 
constructed, enabled workshop attendees to increase both habitat 
and food resources for native pollinators in their own gardens.

I also look forward to delivering interactive activities in local 
schools as part of this project.

WESTERN PORT FIRE RECOVERY REVEGETATION

March 2019 saw many properties, particularly throughout 
Tonimbuk and Bunyip North, significantly impacted by the 
Bunyip Complex Fires. I admire the resilience and dedication 
of these fire-affected landholders. They lost so much and yet 
are determined to rebuild and return the land to its previous 
or better condition. Many landholders expressed interest in 
assistance for various projects. Our Network has been able 
to fund six revegetation projects through the Port Phillip 

“Revegetating with native plants will promote 
and protect natural regeneration and help 
suppress the regeneration of weed species.”

and Western Port CMA’s 2019-20 Victorian Landcare Grants 
Program. This funding has provided landholders with resources 
to re-establish biodiversity, significantly improving the condition 
of over 13 hectares of land. Revegetating with native plants will 
promote and protect natural regeneration and help suppress 
the regeneration of weed species. These plants will provide 
valuable habitat, food and shelter for native animal species, 
enhancing the health of native fauna populations also. These 
revegetation works are underway, and I look forward to seeing 
the completed projects in due course.

Thank you to all of our generous grant providers. These 
projects would not be achievable without your support and 
generosity. We at the Network aim to continue supporting both 
fire-affected and other landholders and therefore continue to 
seek funding for biodiversity projects through various sources. 
As such, we encourage landholders with projects in mind to 
submit queries or an expression of interest to Nicole Walsh at 
facilitator@wpcln.org.au or Geoff Lockwood at glockwood@
southernfauna.com.au. Please note that funding may not be 
immediately available, therefore projects may need to be added 
to a waiting list pending available funding. Please visit our 
website for an Expression of Interest form at http://www.wpcln.
org.au/projects/biodiversity-grants/

Well done to everyone - staff, Committee, and all of you in the 
Landcare Network, on another successful year in spite of such 
unusual circumstances for much of the year. I hope the coming year 
is a brighter year for the entire Network and communities beyond!

Natalie Mikecz 
Landcare Projects Facilitator 
Western Port Catchment Landcare Network

STAFF REPORTS 2020
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GEOFF LOCKWOOD –  
LANDCARE PROJECTS FACILITATOR

I commenced with Western Port Catchment Landcare Network as 
a Project Facilitator in March this year and look forward to meeting 
and working with landholders and groups in the Western Port 
catchment. Prior to joining WPCLN, I was involved with managing 
a range of conservation reserves in the local region and supported 
Cardinia Shire with a number of environmental projects. My 
background includes a career in agriculture (dairy, beef, sheep 
and wine grape production) in various regions of Victoria, but 
I kept returning to West Gippsland. A personal interest in the 
natural environment culminated in a career change and studies in 
environmental science which had strong links to previous studies 
in sustainable agriculture.

While there is cause for concern for the future of our natural 
environment and challenges being imposed on our biodiversity, 
there can be optimism from the innovations and novel 
responses to address these challenges provided by the local 
community of the Western Port catchment.

CANNIBAL CREEK CATCHMENT BIODIVERSITY PROJECT

The Cannibal Creek Catchment Biodiversity Project is now 
entering its sixth year of activities and I have been privileged to 
have facilitated this project from the early days. A key part of 
writing project proposals is to identify potential risks that may 
challenge the success of the project; who would have thought a 
project could have experienced an extensive bushfire, and then 
be subject to the impacts of a pandemic response a year later. 
What has become apparent with this project is the passion, drive 
and resilience of the key stakeholders for this project – the local 
communities of Tynong North, Garfield North, Tonimbuk and 
Bunyip North. Within a week of the Bunyip Complex Fires in 
March 2019, I was receiving messages from community members 
wanting to work on protecting their local environment. And this 
drive has been apparent again during the various lockdowns 
experienced during 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The project has expanded from an initial focus of improving the 
natural vegetation along the Cannibal Creek corridor through 
weed control to now targeting pest plants and animals over 
an area from Tynong North Road to the Bunyip River, and from 
the Princes Freeway to the boundary of the Bunyip State Park. 
In 2019-20 weed control sites covered over 720 hectares and 
pest animal control involved 24 properties covering 1,200 

hectares. The pest animal control activity is coordinated by a local 
community member managing 13 teams of volunteers, collectively 
providing a conservative estimate of 820 hours of in-kind support 
in removing pest animals from the local environment.

One of the outcomes of the 2019 bushfire was a need to 
reallocate project funds which has had on-going effects into 
2020-21. Part of the funding reallocation included engaging 
an environmental consultant to assess the post-fire recovery of 
vegetation at Mt Cannibal Flora and Fauna Reserve; additional 
activities identified by the community were exclusion fencing 
and an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Survey.

The preliminary results from the flora survey at Mt Cannibal 
indicated an increase in indigenous species to 434 species 
identified and an increased occurrence of exotic species (121). 
There were 104 indigenous species listed for the reserve that 
were not recorded in the survey, and 29 exotic species now 
“missing”. While there may be cause for concern with some of 
the survey results, the species composition may change over 
time and it has been proposed that the flora survey be continued 
on an annual basis for another five years to monitor this change; 
to date, funding has been secured for the 2020 survey.

The exclusion fencing activities funded to date were successful 
in protecting three sites with significant but differing biodiversity 
values and each with their own challenges. A deer exclusion 
site adopted a novel electric fence design to protect an area 
of intact vegetation containing some threatened flora and 
significant fauna species. The steep terrain inherent with the 
site resulted in an area of 7 hectares being enclosed by the 
fence. Monitoring points have been established both internally 
and externally of the enclosure to determine the effectiveness 
of the fence. The second site protected a previously unfenced 
area of riparian vegetation that had been impacted by the 2019 
fire. The landowners have been very supportive of the fencing 
project and are enthusiastic to be involved with further activities. 
The third site replaced fire damaged fencing for an extensive 
biodiversity corridor linking remnant bushland patches with 
the Bunyip River, enabling the corridor to now be replanted as 
post-fire vegetation recovery has been limited. Further funding 
has been provided to support exclusion fencing proposals with 
funds to be distributed to landowners.

STAFF REPORTS 2020
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“Prior to joining WPCLN I was involved with managing a range of 
conservation reserves in the local region and supported Cardinia 
Shire with a number of environmental projects.“

The project area is understood to have been widely utilised 
historically by groups of Traditional Owners with Mt Cannibal 
being a key focal point. In recognition of this significant 
heritage, the Friends of Mt Cannibal propose to engage a 
consultant to conduct an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Survey 
of Mt Cannibal Flora and Fauna Reserve. Discussions with 
consultants have commenced and additional funding for the 
survey identified to enable works to commence.

The successes of the Cannibal Creek Catchment Biodiversity 
Project are testament to the hard efforts and drive of the local 
community members, together with the much-valued support 
of the agencies providing on-going support and funding for the 
project. The leaders of a diverse range of community groups 
are key to changing project discussions into on-ground actions. 
I acknowledge and thank the group leaders on behalf of their 
respective groups; Pam and Gerry Cunningham, Sue Anderson, 
Sue Harris, Garry Burns, and Lyn Link for their on-going efforts 
to continue the success of the project. Staff from Cardinia Shire 
(Marianne Sawyer and Rob Jones) and Melbourne Water (Gavin 
Brock) have been instrumental in the on-going management 
of the project as have members of Western Port Catchment 
Landcare Network (Marijke de Bever-Price and Nicole Walsh). 
Project funding is provided by Melbourne Water, DELWP and 
PPWCMA and the Federal Government.

CARDINIA SHIRE BIODIVERSITY GRANTS

We are fortunate that Cardinia Shire has provided funding for the 
Biodiversity Grants scheme to assist local landholders with some 
fantastic project proposals for improving their local environment. 
I will be following on from the excellent work by Natalie Mikecz 
in facilitating this project and will be working through the list of 
proposals and attempt to support as many as possible.

CLYDE RAIL PROJECT

Previous Network staff member Kathleen Roberts, and 
current staff Bridgette Sullivan and Natalie Mikecz have been 
instrumental in the development of this project since its 
inception in 2016-17. The project has assisted with protecting 
and enhancing the grassland biodiversity values along a six 
kilometre corridor of the disused South Gippsland railway line. 
Activities have included engaging contractors for selective 
weed control and revegetation with indigenous plant species by 

local volunteers at key sites; most of which are well established. 
Previous works have been funded by Landcare Australia and we 
are currently awaiting the outcome of an application for further 
funding to continue with future activities for this project.

I thank the committee and staff of Western Port Catchment 
Landcare Network for welcoming me to the organisation and 
their ongoing support and look forward to working with them 
and the local community into the future.

Please contact me if you would like further information on 
these projects or would like to discuss a proposal to address an 
environmental issue.

Geoff Lockwood
Landcare Projects Facilitator
Western Port Catchment Landcare Network
0428 352 203 
glockwood@southernfauna.com.au 
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FIRE RECOVERY FEATURE
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INGRID AND ROBERT GREEN’S STORY

THE BUNYIP BUSHFIRE 2019 

We’re Ingrid and Robert Green and we own a property in 
Tonimbuk, which is halfway between Pakenham and Warragul. 
On 1st March 2019, we had dry lightning strikes up in the bush, 
directly up in the hills behind us. We’d had a very wet spring the 
year before, so there was a lot of ground fuel up in the bush, that 
hadn’t been burnt for 80 years. It’s rough country up there so 
the fires quickly got out of control. We got all the horses out and 
opened every internal gate so the cattle had free reign then we 
wet down the house and garden with as much water as possible.

Prior to the fire front coming, we decided to go to an area where 
we knew we could get into an open paddock, it’s there we were 
joined by some CFA crews. After the fire front went through and 
we felt it was safe we started going around checking assets. The 
fences were disappearing before our eyes so then we had to 
contain the cattle so they couldn’t wander on the road. It took a 
few days to find agistment and truck the cattle out. 

Then we started thinking about the rebuilding. What were our 
priorities? There was one bit of advice that we were given from 
Jim Armstrong, and that was, “Don’t rush it. It’s gonna take 12 
to 15 months to rebuild. Have a think about it, maybe things 
that were there that got destroyed, you want to replace and 
maybe do it differently. So just take your time”, and that was 
probably some of the best advice we got. 

PASTURE MANAGEMENT POST FIRE

Well, after the fires, quite frankly, we really didn’t know what 
to do. We had two priorities, the cattle and then the pastures. 
We didn’t really know what to do with the burnt pasture, so we 
ended up putting on chook manure in April and May. Then we 
decided to sow some multi-species pasture, and then see what 
came through. We probably grew the best crop of capeweed 
in the district after we got rain. So, on the advice of Agriculture 
Victoria, we sprayed it with herbicide. It was sprayed more 
heavily than what we’d asked, so we lost the clover, which I was 
really upset about, but we ended up having no capeweed. 

We sowed 20 acres on each property with a multi-species 
pasture. We’ve tried very hard to keep green cover on 
everything. We rotationally graze, moving the cattle every 24 
hours with some strip grazing and moving them on so the grass 
comes back quicker. These paddocks weren’t overgrazed so 
there was no bare ground, and I think that’s made a massive 
difference with recovery. One thing we learnt from the fire was 
that even bare dry paddocks, due to drought, can still burn. 
Animal manure will burn for days after a fire. 

TREE LINE RECOVERY POST FIRE

Right behind me is the Two-Mile Creek, and then to the east is 
the Bunyip River, that all got taken out quite badly with all the 
fences, tree lines and everything. Quite a few people thought we 
should have just obliterated every tree. It’s interesting though, 
the regrowth we’ve got underneath, some of it is fantastic and 
some is not. There’s a couple of areas where we’ve still got bare 
black dirt and you know, it has a terrible smell about it, but other 
areas are really promising and looking good. 

This property is way behind the home block in terms of 
regeneration, the way the grass is coming back, the uneven 
growth, there’s a lot of sorrel, and it’s waterlogged. And I think 
the root mat is still a big issue to address. For the replacement 
fencing we used Gallagher posts, they’re plastic-covered 
fibreglass. And apparently, they did survive in fire areas quite 
well, but we were absolutely sick of trying to clean up branches 
over trees and knew that we’d have a lot more in the next ten 
years with half-burnt ones coming down. 

INGRID + ROBERT GREEN

“There was one bit of advice that we were given by Jim Armstrong, and that was, 
“Don’t rush it. It’s gonna take 12 to 15 months to rebuild. Have a think about it, 
and look at, there may be things that were there that got destroyed, you want to 
replace and do it differently.” 

- Continued on next page



14 WPCLN ANNUAL MAGAZINE / 2020

BURNT OUT SHELTERBELT

The feature of these posts is that a tree can fall and land on the 
fence but you just take the branch off, stand up the fence and off 
you go.

So, we’ve been asked a few times as to why we kept going after 
the fires, what kept us going? Our biggest concern was keeping 
the family safe, the next thing is your responsibility to livestock. 
We’ve raised them, we have a duty of care to look after them 
and when you’ve left them in a fire zone and the fire has gone 
over the top of them, you have to look after them. So our focus 
immediately after the fire was to look after the cattle, get them 
out, get them off the property, feed what we can, do the medical 
assistance for them and then the second part was feed the 
animals we had left, so try and fix the pasture. After that the next 
steps were to fix the shelterbelts for them, so we’ve got wind 
and sun protection and biodiversity. But for me, after you know 
your family is safe, the next thing is your animals, that’s what 

INGRID’S DIRT Y LEGS

keeps me going. I don’t know what to do if I didn’t have the 
animals, I probably just wouldn’t care

THE VALUES OF VOLUNTEERS

This can’t be underestimated, without a shadow of a doubt. The 
fact that the various groups that we’re involved in volunteered 
their time. 

We had multiple workers helping to clean up tree lines. You 
know if you go and try to clean up a tree that’s fallen it would 
take you a day to do it yourself, whereas we had several groups 
of two or three people doing that. We also had people helping 
us with the fencing. 

Now, I forgot to mention we had some other people volunteer 
their machinery time to come in and pick up the big trees and 
move them, so that shows people care. And that’s what you 
need in times like this.

FIRE RECOVERY FEATURE

“People volunteered their machinery time to come in and pick up 
the big trees and move them, so that shows people care.” 
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My wife Val and I own a 150 acre beef cattle property at 
Labertouche. Before this we lived in Cann River, in East 
Gippsland, where we ran a dairy farm. After forty years of 
milking cows we needed a change and moved here in 2004. 

Our property was burnt out in the Black Saturday Fire in 2009. 
We had embers to start with and then the fire came to us from a 
couple of different directions that we managed to control. Then 
in the evening there was a message on the CFA that there was 
going to be a wind charge at six o’clock. The fire headed back 
to us and burnt out all our sheds, but we saved everything else, 
and from then on, slowly rebuilt. We were luckier than most in 
that we didn’t lose our house. 

FARM INFRASTRUCTURE POST FIRE

So, what did we learn from this experience? Well, if you have 
livestock the most important things would be to get your 
boundary fence up. And then, because you might have thought 
at some time, you’d like to shift things and you can’t afford to 
do it because it would cost money, but here’s your opportunity 

JIM ARMSTRONG’S STORY  

10 YEARS ON FROM THE BLACK SATURDAY FIRE

“I think the fact that we had help with our fire meant it was 
time to give that help back to other people.” 

BURNT OUT PADDOCKS BURNT OUT SHED

FIRE RECOVERY FEATURE

to do that. If you want to shift a shed that got burnt down 
because it was always in the wrong place, then now is your 
chance to move it. 

We had a hay shed in the wrong place, so we relocated 
further down the hill where it’s much better. So yeah, get your 
boundary fence up, and take a good deep breath, and have a 
lot of discussion about where to locate your farm infrastructure, 
because if you don’t get burnt out again, you’ll never get that 
opportunity to redesign your farm laneways, fences etc., just 
take your time and do it slowly.

AFTER THE BUNYIP FIRE – MARCH 2019

Well, because we got so much help here on our property, I 
went down to Tonimbuk one day to see the boys and find out 
how they were going. Turns out they didn’t have much gear, no 
tractors to work with, or anything, and so I decided to take the 
tractor down and worked with quite a few properties and over 
a 10-month period we cleaned up burnt fence, got rid of the 
burnt wire in the scrap metal bins for them and so forth. And I 
know they appreciate it very much, what we’ve done. I didn’t 
even know where Tonimbuk was before that! I think the fact that 
we had help with our fire meant it was time to give that help 
back to other people.
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LANDCARE GROUP REPORTS
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Back Creek Landcare Group was, prior to COVID-19 restrictions, 
involved in a restoration project to improve habitat for native 
birds and wildlife including threatened species and ecological 
communities using seeds collected at an earlier event. Many put 
their hands in the soil and planted to improve remnant vegetation 
and replace invasive species such as Broom and Pittosporum with 
indigenous plants. The nature of replanting works its restorative 
magic for the community. There’s an interconnectedness and 
hopefulness to planting. 

Back Creek Landcare Group are exemplars in their local 
community at Maryknoll to those who wish to maintain native 
habitat and take care of local species.  

L ANDCARE MEMBERS SEED COLLECTING

BACK CREEK  
LANDCARE GROUP

 “Our philosophy is that cloaking the landscape will provide 
habitat for local birds, insects and other native fauna that are 
distinctive to this area.“

Our philosophy is that cloaking the landscape will provide 
habitat for local birds, insects and other native fauna that 
are distinctive to this area and aesthetically beautiful. 
These things have immense value and we encourage their 
protection and regeneration, so that whatever was planted 
will thrive into the future. 

Richard Price 
Group Member 
Back Creek Landcare Group
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GEOFF LEED - FOUNDER

The group had a meeting in March 2020 prior to lockdown. 
Several issues and ideas for future projects were discussed but 
we have been unable to progress these due to the pandemic 
and the restrictions placed on group gatherings. 

Group member Elizabeth Fraser spoke about Cardinia Shire 
Council’s Garden for Wildlife Program. Both Elizabeth and 
Erica Peck have done the course to be guides for the program. 
Other members are encouraged to do the course. A useful 
resource is a book titled “Habitat” which was recommended by 
Erica. Geoff Leed asked if participation as guides in Gardens 
for Wildlife would be covered by insurance. Elizabeth believes 
that it is but will check with Landcare Victoria. Group members 
have agreed to actively support the Councils Gardens for 
Wildlife Program by providing guides to assess potential 
applicants’ gardens.

Greg nominated Geoff Leed for the Stan Henwood award for 
volunteering. Geoff declined to accept nomination for the 
award, however, we all acknowledge the hard work Geoff has 
done for the group over many years. 

Network facilitator Nicole Walsh spoke about planning group 
activities. Andrea Clifford suggested asking Melbourne Water 
to talk to the group about potential activities it might fund 
around Bessie Creek. Andrea has a contact at Melbourne 
Water that Elizabeth has agreed to follow up and invite them 

BESSIE CREEK + ARARAT CREEK 
LANDCARE GROUP

to our next meeting. Andrea also talked about the possibility 
of revegetation along O’Brien Lane. She will try and get in 
touch with all the neighbours. Nicole suggested that the group 
update their brochure. Katie offered to progress this, and 
Nicole has offered to print it for us. 

Nicole also asked how we had gone with deer control. The 
group has established a relationship with the Sporting Shooter 
Association and some deer have been shot on Katie and Mark 
Smith’s property.

The group had planned to undertake a planting at Katie and 
Mark Smith’s property in May, however, COVID-19 intervened, 
and this planting has had to be postponed. This would be a 
Nectar Feeders project, funded through the Network.

Special Note: RIP Patsy Leed. Since the meeting in March, our 
friend and BCAC group member Patsy Leed has sadly passed 
away. All members extend their sympathy to her husband Geoff, 
their three sons and their families. Patsy was a much-loved 
member of our group and we will all miss her, especially her 
unflagging enthusiasm for planting days. 

Kate Homes 
Secretary 
Bessie Creek + Ararat Creek Landcare Group

 “Group members have agreed to actively support the Councils Gardens for 
Wildlife Program by providing guides to assess potential applicants’ gardens.“
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PL ANTING VOLUNTEERS COMMUNIT Y PL ANTING

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to forgo community 
planting activities and to suspend our Garden for Wildlife 
participation. However, the Committee has regularly 
communicated by email and Zoom. Gemma, our secretary has 
kept you up to date with conservation news and our Facebook 
page has 299 followers and reached 484 people last month 
(August 2020). 

During last summer, the Bunyip and District Community 
Enterprises (the local Bendigo Bank) offered a grant for fire-
affected properties. Due to time pressure, I selected three 
long-time members of the group to receive 500 plants and 
guard sets each at a cost of $5,692.50. The plants are now in 
the ground, and on behalf of the groups and I thank the Bank 
for their support.

Through our association with the Cannibal Creek Catchment 
Biodiversity Project, further funding has become available for 
several members for pest plant and animal control, and further 
revegetation. We have also been supported by the Western 
Port Catchment Landcare Network for some members to receive 
additional funding for replacement and new plants. Members 
who need planting or direct seeding help have been referred 
to the Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management 
Authority and their ‘Working for Victoria’ work teams. The teams 
are keen to start and fire-affected areas will be a priority. 

After the Bunyip Complex Fires in March 2019, our members 
were keen to talk about how fire behaved in shelterbelts. I was 
pleased to raise this subject with DELWP’s Natural Environment 
Recovery Committee, and subsequently, a study has been 
funded by the state government into shelterbelt design 
guidelines for climate change. Several of our members have 
been speaking with the consultants employed to develop 
the guidelines about how the fire affected their properties. 
The new shelterbelt guidelines are expected at the end of 
November 2020.

A further result of the March 2019 fires is that the Community 
Recovery Committee has engaged with the Wurundjeri Tribal 
Land Council’s Narrap team to investigate the possibility of 
trialling cultural burning practices in the district. The first trial 
will be at Gumbuya World in Tonimbuk North, and five Bunyip 
Landcare Members have offered their properties as additional 
trial sites. This cultural burning will probably have to wait until 
autumn/winter 2021 now.

Bunyip Landcare continues to be a member of the Western 
Port Catchment Landcare Network, the Cardinia Environment 
Coalition (CEC), Landcare Victoria and the Bunyip Pound Road 
Reserve Committee of Management. In a rapidly changing 
world, subject to the increasing stresses of climate change, 
we are lucky to live in our little corner and hope that Bunyip 
Landcare group will continue to protect and improve our soil, 
water, flora and fauna.

I would like to thank our secretary Gemma Phillips for keeping 
members informed and looking after the paperwork and to our 
treasurer Lindsay McNaught for keeping track of the money and 
representing us on the CEC. Thanks also to our vice president 
Chris Kelly and general members Mary Coles, Garry Burns, 
Russell Pendlebury and Andrew Troedel for their support and 
wise counsel. 

I welcome our new members Sarah Collyer, June and Keith 
Damon, Veronica and Mark Hocking, John Langford, Rob 
Pearce, Matthew Poole, and Cheryl and Graham Windsor. 
I sincerely hope that some of you will find time to join the 
Committee of Bunyip Landcare at some point and I look forward 
to working with you all in 2021.

Susan Anderson 
President 
Bunyip Landcare Group

BUNYIP 
LANDCARE GROUP

 “The Community Recovery Committee has engaged with the Wurundjeri Tribal Land 
Council’s Narrap team to investigate trialling cultural burning practices in the district.“
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 “Our work on the Cannibal Creek Catchment Biodiversity Program continues 
with meetings organised to plan a cultural burning program at Gumbuya World, 
roadside weed control and weed control on private properties.“

Our planned program for 2020 which was meant to involve 
plantings of over 8800 plants was cut short rather drastically 
by the COVID crisis. The program was to have seen us having 
our 25th Anniversary celebration and six planting days with the 
Environmental students from Pakenham Secondary College, 
the staff of the Commonwealth Bank, and Landcare Australia 
corporate staff. We are hoping that the 2021 program will 
include these organisations and planning has commenced, 
although some activities are reliant on successful grant 
applications.

We began 2020 with a Clean Up Australia Day working bee on 
Cannibal Creek where it originates in the Bunyip State Park. The 
bushfire of 2019 had exposed areas on the creek bank which 
had been used as a dump for rubbish (mainly bottles) over a 
long period. A morning’s work by 10 members and a neighbour 
of the park saw 20 bags of rubbish and a pile of rusty iron being 
collected.

Another planting day was held at the property of Alan and 
Angela Forte’s in Tonimbuk in early June adhering to the strict 
COVID Safe protocols. This involved replanting an area that had 

CANNIBAL CREEK 
LANDCARE GROUP

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY DEER FENCE

previously been planted out on the banks of the upper Bunyip 
River which was burnt out in the 2019 and 1999 bushfires. A 
week later a small group of members replanted an area along 
Pettigrew Road which had been burnt and not regenerated. 
July saw a small group replanting at Don Hughes’s property in 
Bunyip North – another post-fire replanting. Further working 
bees stopped at this point. 

Our work on the Cannibal Creek Catchment Biodiversity 
Program continues with meetings organised to plan a cultural 
burning program at Gumbuya World, roadside weed control 
and weed control on private properties.

We are waiting on the results of two grant applications to 
cement our program for 2021 which hopefully will involve 
Pakenham Secondary College, and our Water Watch team will 
hopefully be involved in the eDNA testing of local streams, 
rivers and wetlands.

Pam Cunningham 
Secretary 
Cannibal Creek Landcare Group 
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 “Not being able to meet on a regular basis due to COVID-19 
restrictions or engage in any combined rabbit control activities 
has had an impact on the group.“

The group held their Annual General Meeting in late October 
2019 followed by a Rabbit Fencing Demonstration Day with 
ten attendees in November 2019. We engaged a pest animal 
contractor, Dominic Bromilow from Deepergreen, to show 
participants how to construct a rabbit-proof fence on one of 
our member’s property and everyone helped in installing the 
fence in order to get hands-on practical experience. We also 
received an update from Baw Baw Shire on which areas Council 
have employed a Rabbit Busters to undertake rabbit control on 
council-owned land. This was followed by a delicious BBQ lunch 
at Bryan’s (our group President). 

Vic Roads and the Drouin Golf Club continue to be a source of 
frustration for the group by not undertaking any effective rabbit 
control and warren destruction on their land. A formal complaint 
was submitted to Agriculture Victoria in March 2020 about the 
presence of rabbits and warrens on the Drouin Golf Club land. 
However, due to COVID-19 this complaint has not progressed.

In May 2020, the group purchased two vials of R5 rabbit 
calicivirus with the plan to release it on two member properties 
with active rabbit warrens. The group had intended to do this 
over the previous summer/autumn, however, conditions were 

not suitable for the virus release due to a very wet spring in 
2019 which meant there was too much feed for the rabbits 
to take the virus treated bait. The virus release has now been 
postponed to summer 2021.

The last time the group met face to face was in February 
2020. Not being able to meet regularly due to COVID-19 
restrictions or engage in any combined rabbit control activities 
has had an impact on the group. This, along with the work 
commitments of the existing committee members and with 
no other members willing to take on key committee roles, has 
made the continuation of the group untenable. The group held 
their Annual General Meeting via Zoom on the 21st September 
2020 and voted on a special resolution to discontinue the 
group, sell its assets and distribute the remaining funds to 
other local Landcare Groups engaged in rabbit control or 
revegetation activities.

Nicole Walsh 
Secretary 
Drouin Rabbit Control and Landcare Group

DROUIN RABBIT CONTROL 
AND LANDCARE GROUP

FENCING DEMONSTRATION FENCING DEMONSTRATION
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A bunch of young Intrepider’s took part in a cool burn on a 
property in the Maryknoll area. They got together to clear a forest 
floor enabling them to get involved in some nature activities 
and to be able to clear an overgrown area so it could be better 
enjoyed. An activity completed with great care on a flat grassy 
woodland of indigenous trees with a mix of local vegetation.

The Intrepider’s were proud to talk about their cool burn 
experience borrowed from Indigenous practices. The weather 
was coolish with no wind, the bush material dry but not 
powdery, with rain on the far horizon. Natural features such as 
an nimal track and a wet gully with a small creek prevented the 
fire from travelling. It was this understanding of the site which 
meant that the group knew where the fire might go. 

A single point of ignition led to a slow moving fire that gave 
creatures such as skinks and insects time to move. Kookaburra’s, 
Fantails, Wrens, Yellow Robins and more arrived to catch the 
escaping food supply. 

The restoration of the forest floor helps manage invasive species 
such as Pittosporum, Blackberry, Broom and Arum Lilly that 
don’t have the same fire-carrying characteristics. 

The smoke was white which meant that there was moisture on 
the ground to protect tubers. The canopy was protected and 

COOL BURN COOL BURN

WESTERN PORT INTREPID 
LANDCARE GROUP

 “The Intrepider’s were proud to talk about their cool burn 
experience borrowed from Indigenous practices.“

green leaves were used to put out an edge. The cool burn 
trickled through the forest as water trickles. The members got 
up close to the fire and even had lunch watching its progress.

Carl said there was so much to learn. He thought that this was 
a great way to better understand fire behaviour. Apparently, 
aboriginal people don’t fear fire and if people understood that 
mindset there may be better protection. During the summer the 
vegetation becomes a tinderbox.

This was also an opportunity to reduce the food supply for deer 
that were devastating the forest. A lesson well learnt to be used 
in the future.

Other than this activity, for the most part it has been a quiet 
year due COVID-19 restrictions. However, the National Intrepid 
organisation have recently had a Zoom meeting and are planning 
a collaborative Victorian activity which is very exciting. The 
Network group are still always up for supporting the Landcare 
groups within the area and are looking forward to participating in 
and supporting a variety of environmental activities. 

Marijke de Bever-Price
President
Western Port Catchment Landcare Network
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Over the past 12 months, we have held numerous activities.

Our 2019 AGM featured Beau Miles, our esteemed Vice 
President as our guest speaker. For those who don’t know, 
Beau is an adventurer and filmmaker, Beau shared some of his 
adventures and inspired us as he talked about his run along 
the old Warragul-to-Noojee railway. Check out Beau Miles on 
YouTube for one of his excellent adventures.

We also did a community tree planting on a farm at Jindivick 
before wrapping up 2019.

2020 started with a pizza and planning night in February. We 
planned the year’s activities, but COVID restrictions disrupted 
our plans a bit.

Before restrictions set in the group spent a day monitoring 
two local creeks to see what we could find through the 
eDNA process. This involved collecting water samples from 
four different sites on each of the two creeks and identifying 

COLLECTING eDNA SAMPLE COLLECTING eDNA SAMPLE

 “eDNA water samples confirm that we have found some 
endangered species which is very exciting.“

JINDIVICK 
LANDCARE GROUP

species through DNA analysis. We partnered with Neerim 
District Landcare Group for this project. The results have come 
back recently, and we can confirm that we have found some 
endangered species which is very exciting. We will release the 
results to the group when we can meet again. 

We had a chainsaw safety course planned but due to COVID we 
had to postpone and we will now run this course later in the year. 

Our 2020 AGM will be held via Zoom and we hope to get back to 
normal activities in 2021.

We always welcome new members, so if you want to join our 
happy bunch of volunteers, then please contact our president 
Brian Morphet on 0407 341 595.

Brian Morphet 
President
Jindivick Landcare Group
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The last 12 months have been a very quiet time for our group, 
particularly with the restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Some members have been assisting in the clean-up 
for the Tonimbuk fires and have built bird boxes to assist in the 
fire recovery, however, COVID restrictions have put a stop to 
many community activities and planned workshops.

In recognition of the high level of horse ownership in a high 
rainfall area the group, along with Cardinia Council, ran a virtual 
webinar on managing runoff and mud on horse properties with 
the founder of MB Equine Services Dr Mariette van den Berg.

A Sustainable Agriculture discussion group including virtual farm 
walks has continued, using Zoom and YouTube clips and these 
have been very successful.

Some of our members have received the Network’s Nectar 
Feeders Grant and some plantings have been completed to infill 
where some direct seeding projects did not work.

Our wildlife cameras have been out working, but unfortunately 
have not yet picked up much wildlife so far. We will keep going 
with this and move the locations of the cameras from time to time.

During our time in lockdown, we have discussed several ideas 
that we intend to develop further when we can meet again.  
We already have five new members who are very active on their 
properties with innovative projects that would be good to share 
with the rest of the group.

Labertouche has applied for funding through Melbourne 
Water for an eDNA water sampling project at two sites on 
Labertouche Creek and Muddy Creek. We look forward to 
participating in this project, if we are successful and when 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.

Geoff Hudson 
President 
Labertouche Sustainable Farming and Landcare Group

LONGWARRY NORTH PLANTING LABERTOUCHE PADDOCK 2020

LABERTOUCHE SUSTAINABLE FARMING 
AND LANDCARE GROUP

 “Some members have been assisting in the clean-up for the 
Tonimbuk fires and have built bird boxes to assist in the fire recovery.“
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While the Neerim District Landcare Group (NDLG) has been 
constrained by COVID-19 in what public and member activities 
it has been able to conduct in 2020, it has been able to 
continue the Tarago Catchment Healthy Farms program funded 
by Melbourne Water. This work has largely been restricted 
to the on-farm works program. The community engagement 
component of the program was started in November 2019, 
before the COVID lockdown with a citizen science project – 
Wildlife in Tarago Farm Waterways.

WILDLIFE IN TARAGO FARM WATERWAYS – A CITIZEN 
SCIENCE PROGRAM

Neerim District Landcare Group partnered again with Jindivick 
Landcare Group and EnviroDNA to sample streams supplying 
water to the Tarago Reservoir for environmental DNA. Landcare 
members collected water samples from 8 sites across two 
different catchment areas flowing into the Tarago Reservoir as 
well as a local wetland and artificial ponds at two local primary 
schools. DNA was extracted from the samples back at the 
EnviroDNA laboratory. At least 49 vertebrate species were 
identified, including 4 frogs, 25 birds, 13 mammals, 5 fish and 
2 reptiles. The decapods (Crustacean) assay identified at least 
6 species. Different species mixes were identified at each site. 
The full results are yet to be presented back to the members. 
We are waiting for COVID-19 restrictions to ease before calling 
public meetings to report the detailed results and to discuss 
implications and avenues of further study.

PRIMARY SCHOOL HABITAT GARDEN

The Healthy Farms program also provided some funds to help 
the Neerim South Primary School establish a habitat garden 
in the school grounds. This follows an earlier establishment of 
frog ponds at the school. Two limited working bees, carefully 
following COVID Safe protocols, have recently been run to 
prepare the ground and commence planting for the garden. 
This work will continue when it is safe to do so.

TARAGO CATCHMENT HEALTHY FARMS PROGRAM

NDLG continues its important ongoing work, funded by 
Melbourne Water, with landholders in the Tarago Reservoir 
Catchment to improve water quality through land management 
practices such as stream protection with fencing and 
revegetation. While curtailed somewhat by the COVID 
restrictions, significant on-ground works and maintenance have 
been carried out on seven properties in the Tarago Reservoir 
catchment including specific weed control and infill planting. 
In addition, there has been 2700 metres of fencing and 13,000 
indigenous species planted as well as track and culvert works 
carried out through the year.

Phil Darton  
Secretary 
Neerim District Landcare Group

RECORDING eDNA SAMPLE YOUNG VOLUNTEER

 “At least 49 vertebrate species were identified, including  
4 frogs, 25 birds, 13 mammals, 5 fish and 2 reptiles .“

NEERIM + DISTRICT 
LANDCARE GROUP
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The SJD Foundation and Toomuc Landcare Group are dedicated 
to building a stronger community, and in doing so committed to 
extending the Toomuc Valley Bike and Walking Path. The project 
involved developing a three-metre-wide path that could be shared 
by bikes and pedestrians alike. The project included two phases – 
extending the existing path along Toomuc Valley Road to Brown 
Road and then connecting it to the Cardinia Aqueduct Trail.

The SJD Foundation successfully acquired a community grant 
to assist with project planning. With tremendous support from 
the local community, schools, clubs and groups, the project was 
shortlisted for ‘Pick My Project. Despite being shortlisted in the 
‘Pick My Project’ campaign, the extension of the Toomuc Valley 
Reserve did not win additional funding.

The path went ahead to provide safe pedestrian access for 
school children, parents with prams, seniors and cyclists while 
promoting all-abilities access. In addition to this, the Toomuc 
Valley Trail provided much-needed recreational space for 
families, children, dog-walkers, and fitness groups. This has 
created sustainable community benefits including community 

safety, tourism, social cohesion, access for all abilities, and 
the support of healthy living thus helping to reduce the 
obesity epidemic.

To increase engagement and cohesion between the Toomuc 
Valley Reserve, our environment, history and the path’s usage, 
QR codes were added along the path. These featured four 
categories – Aboriginal History, Environment & Lyrebird 
Information, Fitness & Location, and Toomuc Valley Recent 
History. When scanned using a smartphone, the QR code plays 
audio relating to each of the four categories. As pedestrians, 
cyclists, and families move along the path, they can learn and 
engage with the reserve’s rich history, learn about its native 
inhabitants, and even use it to gauge the number of steps or 
distance they have travelled while exercising.

Simon Dunston 
President 
Toomuc Landcare Group

TOOMUC 
LANDCARE GROUP

BIKE AND WALKING PATH BIKE AND WALKING PATH

 “As pedestrians, cyclists, and families move along the path, 
they can learn and engage with the reserve’s rich history.“
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Our group is involved in local Landcare activities across the 
great Koo Wee Rup Swamp, from Tooradin to Lang Lang.

We meet four times a year at either Lang Lang or Bayles, 
interspersed with field days. Meetings are informal, friendly, 
and interesting.

COVID-19 has put a spanner in the works this year, especially 
regarding the Lang Lang Primary School Arboretum and the 
Koo Wee Rup Secondary College frog pond project. 

We are grateful to have received a $13,000 grant from Beach 
Energy to improve the Lang Lang Arboretum and provide 
knowledge about the natural environment to students.

A $22,000 grant was received from the Communities 
Environment Program for a Bandicoot Hollow at Manks  
Road in Tooradin. 

SPOONBILL BANDICOOT

 “The 32 hectare site will become a protected landscape for the Southern 
Brown Bandicoot, Growling Grass Frog, and other native species”.

WESTERN PORT SWAMP 
LANDCARE GROUP

Through the creation of wetlands and significant landscaping 
along with extensive planting of suitable species, the 32 hectare 
site will become a protected landscape for the Southern Brown 
Bandicoot, Growling Grass Frog, and other native species.

David Nicholls has collated camera survey reports to enable us 
to better manage wildlife habitat for the future.

Sue Davies 
Secretary 
Western Port Swamp Landcare Group



The WPCLN gratefully acknowledges all the landcare group members and farmers  
who have contributed to the 2020 WPCLN Annual Magazine. 

We particularly thank the funders of the three major projects that WPCLN delivers:
1. ‘Smart Farming for Western Port’ project funded by the National Landcare  

Program and the PPWCMA. This project is supporting Sustainable Agriculture in the region. 
2.‘ Victorian Landcare Facilitator Program’ funded by the Victorian Government.

3. ‘Stream Frontage Program’ funded by Melbourne Water.

We also acknowledge other partners who have funded WPCLN projects during this past year.  
These include the Port Phillip and Western Port CMA, Ripe for Change, Cardinia Shire Council,  

Landcare Australia, VicTrack and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning.


