
PRESIDENTS REPORT 23.2.2017 
 
The year has well and truly begun with staff and committee working 
industriously to make a difference in our Network.  
Staff will inform members of what they have been up to in relation to grant 
successes and projects they are undertaking.  
The eNews continues to be informative, Website often updated by Peter and 
Kathleen and new connections made by them in and outside the network in an 
effort to make a difference to farmers and Network community members 
generally.  
The recent eNews informed all members about the journey the Committee of 
Management is on, by providing  the Network some direction in putting together 
a strategic plan. We would like to involve the whole network. Therefore when 
you receive copies of various aspects of the Plan, please draw a critical eye over 
the words and answer the question ‘does it express the vision you have and 
consequently the direction you would like the Committee to focus on.  The first 
documents you will receive will be the draft vision and mission statements. 
There will be an end date groups will need to respond by. We would like to have 
our strategic plan completed before the AGM this year hence ideas and 
suggestions from groups will need to be timely. Your thoughts and ideas are 
important, please assist us in making our Committee and hence the Network 
count in the community. It will be a useful tool. 
 
In her absence, I would like to report that Bridgette is heavily involved in the Vic 
Track Clyde Rail revegetation project. Up to date there has been some weed 
control and planting completed. The project covers a 6km distance. 
 
A few other things I would like Groups to be mindful of: 

 Working with Children Check 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/about+the+check/who
+needs+a+check/ 

 Encouraging groups to write a Statement of Purpose, which will also 
provide direction and is in place of each group completing a Strategic Plan 

 Jenny O’Sullivan has put together another Gourmet country 3 day Tour as 
part of  Demonstrating Sustainable Farm Practices. I attended one in the 
Otways last year and highly recommend it. Peter will provide more detail. 

 I have had a pleasure of attending a Melb Water meeting yesterday – 
which focused on the Tarago Environmental Water Plan, sharing the 
decision support tool that Jacobs have created and as a group working 
towards a vision for the Tarago / Bunyip catchment. The key themes 
focused on :  

o Diverse habitats 
o Protected stable and increasing populations of threatened species 
o That there is a healthy and well managed native streamside 

vetetation providing a corridor of connectivity for wildlife 
o Improved community understanding 
o Weeds and pests have been eradicated and grazing animals 

excluded 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/about+the+check/who+needs+a+check/
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/about+the+check/who+needs+a+check/


o That there is good neighbourly cooperation to help protect 
waterways 

Just to let you know that it costs $10,000 per 100m for MW to eradicate Willows 
 
This brings us to the  

 Gerry Cunningham made us aware of the Sweet Pittosporum problem late 
last year and felt action should be taken.  It was suggested that this 
concern be raised with other network groups for further discussion – I am 
sure Gerry will talk about this tonight 

 Western Port Biosphere looks like it’s been thrown a life -line and will 
continue at least for the coming year with support from Councils. It’s 
focus is on such projects as Water stewardship, Southern Brown 
Bandicoot recovery program, Improving habitat corridors. Helping to 
promote collaboration between agencies community groups and 
individuals and improve habitat corridors. So –good luck there. 

 I have also received a message from the Boomerang Alliance! A 
movement of Australians who are doing something about litter, recycling 
and stopping waste is coming to Victoria. Boomerang Alliance was formed 
with a simple belief that the majority of Australians are sick of rubbish in 
our favourite places and support more recycling -- and if enough of us 
come together we can finally do something about it. The Alliance has a 
stronghold in Qld and NSW and is looking to come to Victoria. Food for 
thought. 

 
The committee and I am sure more in the Westernport Landcare community 
would like to know what groups are doing? Let Kathleen know so that she can 
put it into the eNews and besides, it is always nice to know what is available let 
alone where we can provide support.  
 
For now that’s it – till our next meeting in May. 
 


